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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAE.
A record of these days would not be complete without a glance northwards to the shore where the Belgians and the French with some Sepoys from the Indian Army were holding back the German advance to Calais along the sea road. In the closing days of January the Allies saw reason to suspect a fresh German attack on the Yser, and they determined to anticipate it. .Between the village of Lombartzyde and the sea is a very large sand-hill called the Great Dune. It was in German occupation, and the Allies spent Thursday, January 28, in attacking it, and succeeded in getting a foothold. It was an admirable feat of arms, because of the difficulties in the way of an assault upon this position, and because of the strategic advantage its possession had given to the Germans, as it commanded the road to Ostend. That side of the hill which, with its guns, dominated the road and the village of Lombartzyde, still remained in the German possession.
This attack upon the Grande Dune was, though of secondary importance in respect to the numbers engaged (they only amoxinted to four companies), a brilliant and tenacious piece of work, and was remarkable for the heroic coiirage of the Allies' troops. After the artillery preparation and infantry reconnaissances and a half-hour's rifle firing, the Allies1 columns debouched and hurled themselves to the assault along the entire front.
The first line of trenches was full of water and unoccupied, but large numbers of the enemy were met crouching behind, cover some distance farther on. Most of them were killed with the bayonet, bxit before the attackers could establish themselves in any way they were caught between enfilading fires and forced to return to their point of departure. Thin was on the right; in the centre and on the left the Allies threw up some rudimentary cover, and held the ground until the evening. Simultaneously with the attack on the left just mentioned, two sections of tirailleurs roue hod to the top of the Grande Dune- and one section actually began moving down the opposite slope, but there it came under violent fire from a second crest situated behind the first. The section suffered heavy losses, and was reduced to one non-commissioned officer and five moil-These due themselves in and hold their ground in a little redoubt built by tho Germans on the south-western slope of the Grande Dune, and remained there until all six wore killed, one after the other, during the afternoon. Their comrades tried to get to their help by digging a communication trench from tho Allies' old trench up to the redoubt, and succeeded in reaching it, but a counter-attack from the Germans was successful, and placed it again in the enemy's hands. Thus it was only the outer portion of the Grande Dime which actually came into the Allies1 possession,
GERMAN  CAVALRY   ON  THE  MARCH.